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Listen to Economic Development Today talk 
radio as we discuss issues related to the 
economy, entrepreneurship, innovation and 
creating prosperity. This Internet Talk 
Radio Show focuses on Florida with experts 
in economic development from around the 
nation. Weekly legislative updates from 
Florida Representative Matt Hudson start 
the show, followed by topics important to 
business owners, economic development 
professionals, community leaders and 
those interested in creating prosperity and 
quality places for all Floridians.  

Our guest this week is Rich Bendis, the founding 
President and CEO of Innovation America (IA), a 
Global Innovation Intermediary focused on 
accelerating the growth of the entrepreneurial 
innovation economy in America. 
Mr. Bendis is a distinguished and successful 
entrepreneur, corporate executive, venture 
capitalist, investment banker, innovation and 
technology based economic development leader, 
international speaker and consultant in Innovation 
and Economy Building.  
 
Mr. Bendis currently serves as the founding 
President and CEO of Innovation America (IA), a 
Global Innovation Intermediary focused on 
accelerating the growth of the entrepreneurial 
innovation economy in America. IA has a fivefold 
mission: Global advocate for accelerating awareness 
of Innovation, Entrepreneurship and Early Stage 
Capital in stimulating Innovation Based Economic 
Development (IBED). International speaker on 
Building Innovation and Entrepreneurial Ecosystems 
(Voted a Top 5 Innovation Speaker by Speakers 
Platform), International Consulting on IBED 
Publishing innovationDAILY and WEEKLY, a daily e-
newsletter reporting on Global trends on innovation 
with a circulation of approximately 500,000 unique 
visitors in over 185 Countries (Voted The 4th Best 
Innovation Blogger in The World by Blogging 
Innovation) and Early Stage Capital Fund of Funds 
Consulting and Formation.  
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